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US perhaps is  the world’s largest art market and transaction of all form of cultural property, hence U.S is a significant destination for cultural property looted and  pillaged from other countries, and US  import restrictions on archaeological or ethnological materials, the pillage of which places their cultural patrimony in jeopardy, is crucial.
International Enforcement Agencies: Object ID project (www.object-id.com ) conducted by the then Getty Information Institute, now by COPAT (Council on the Prevention of Art Theft in London) in collaboration with museums, cultural heritage organizations, art trade, insurance companies, financial institutions and appraisers, and police and customs organizations, like INTERPOL (www.interpol.int  email: woa@interpol.int ) World Customs Organization,(www.worldcustoms.org)  UNESCO-ICOM (www.icom.org/redlist ,email: secretariat@icom.org), US National Central Bureau of Interpol(www.usdoj.gov/usncb/cultprop/cultureabout.htm) , FBI-Art Theft Program, US (www.fbi.gov/hq/cid/arttheft/aboutus.htm, is one of  those effective & preventive measures. Auction markets and illegal underground trading and operation of black market of illicit looted, pillaged and stolen objects is the main course!
At the ethical level UNESCO has adopted Code  of Ethics reads: “…Members of the trade in cultural property recognize the key role that trade has traditionally played in the dissemination of culture and in the distribution to museums and private collectors of foreign cultural property for the education and inspiration of all peoples. They acknowledge the world wide concern over the traffic in stolen, illegally alienated, clandestinely excavated and illegally exported cultural property and accept as binding the following principles of professional practices intended to distinguish cultural property being illicitly traded from that in licit trade and they will seek to eliminate the former from their professional activities….”

While for centuries the practice of lus praedae has witnessed the conqueror destroy sand/or loot the cultural heritage of the defeated, slow though remarkable progress was made in the codification of international law for the protection of cultural property. Destruction of cultural property may still occur nowadays, though mostly illegally, to a target of deliberate attacks and destruction, particularly for political or ideological reasons and in ethnic conflicts where cultural heritage represents an essential component of the history and identity of the enemy society. Indeed, the deliberate destruction of the Bamiyan Buddhas has led the international community represented within UNESCO to elaborate and adopt a UNESCO Declaration concerning the International Destruction of Cultural Heritage.

First, the 1954 Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict (the “1954 Convention or “The Hague Convention”), its 1954 and 1999 Protocols. This Convention represents the first multilateral treaty addressing specifically such protection and is currently in force among 114 States. The second, the 1970 UNESCO Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit cit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property ( the “1970 Convention” or “Illicit Traffic Convention”). This Convention also applies in cases of military occupation . Indeed, history has shown that during conflicts and subsequent occupation, poverty and difficult conditions are likely to increase looting and theft, including that of cultural property. 
The 1970 Convention, currently in force among 107 States, was a “pioneer” instrument at the time of its negotiation and adoption. These tools, 1954 Convention & 1970 Convention containing measures to ban and prevent importation, exportation and illicit transfer and movement of cultural goods, and the 1955 UNIDROIT Convention, form the basis of the international cooperation between states aiming at protecting their own cultural heritage: how and way to the return the object to its country of origin
Resolution 1483 adopted by the United Nations Security Council on 22 May 2003 wherein Paragraph 7: “….Decides that all Member States shall take appropriate steps to facilitate the safe return to Iraqi institutions of Iraqi cultural property and other items of archaeological, historical, cultural, rare scientific, and religious importance illegally removed from the Iraq National Museum, the National Library, and other locations in Iraq since the adoption of resolution 661 (1990) of 6 August 1990, including by establishing a prohibition on trade in or transfer of such items and items with respect to which reasonable suspicion exists that they have been illegally removed, and calls upon the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization, Interpol, and other international organizations, as appropriate, to assist in the implementation of this paragraph….”

Events such as the looting of the Iraq Museum question the functioning of the international art market, auction center and its operational purposes and market trading ethics, also the sources of its supply. Among 15,000 objects that disappeared during the loot, about half have been recovered. Question is Who’s Who in this illicit trafficking and Who’s Who in this trading and buying, who are they behind all these  unethical trade of world shared cultural property and heritage…?  
Why  many objects  will end up being bought by private collections and others by museums. In a less spectacular fashion, archaeological sites in Iraq, Italy, China and valley of Niger are being regularly and illegally scavenged. All museum professionals are aware of the numerous objects of dubious origin on the market, this is the biggest laughing stock and biggest mockery  the  museum world made! There is also a serious threat on religious heritage, concerning all places of worship in every country. Today, an increase (lately in Greece and in Guatemala) in thefts of religious elements has been noticed in temples, churches, mosques, synagogues and other places of worship where security is usually minimal.
